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 Interior Secretary Makes Plans to Manage National Monuments 
 
(WASHINGTON) B Secretary of the Interior Gale Norton announced today her intention to develop 
plans managing the national monuments established under the Department=s jurisdiction in 2000 and 
2001. 
 
AIt=s important that we begin the process of developing plans for managing these national treasures,@ 
Norton said.  AWhile I share concerns about the way in which these monuments were created, it=s our 
job now to see that we develop land use plans in an open, inclusive, and comprehensive way.@  
Designations of certain monuments B most of which are located in the American West B had occurred 
over the objections of some local residents. 
 
In a letter to elected officials in States containing one or more of the 17 national monuments in 
question, the Secretary promoted the land use planning process as an illustration of her management 
philosophy.  According to Norton, the planning for the future management of these monuments will be 
a model of Awhat I call the Four C=s: Consultation, Cooperation, and Communication, all in the service 
of Conservation.  The Department is committed to management and protection of the monuments 
consistent with the Four C=s, our interim management guidance, and the purposes established in the 
proclamations.@  
  
Norton also called on the relevant agencies under her jurisdiction to conduct the planning process with 
maximum input from local communities.  AI am challenging the Bureau of Land Management and the 
National Park Service to make the planning process a model of how to involve the people who live and 
work closest to these monuments,@ she said. 
 
BLM Director Kathleen Clarke stated that the BLM will take this opportunity to look at expanded 
opportunities for direct citizen participation in monument planning and stewardship.  AOur door is 
open,@ Clarke said.  AIf the planning and management process for the monuments is to be effective, 
we must make sure it is citizen centered.  We must ensure that local communities have a true stake in 
these national monuments to guarantee that generations of future Americans can enjoy them too.@ 
 
Notices published today in the Federal Register formally start the planning at many monuments and 
provide for a minimum 60-day formal scoping period to identify issues to consider and analyze 
regarding management at each monument.  These notices are available online at 
www.nara.gov/fedreg.  More information about these national monuments is available on the web at 
www.blm.gov.   
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The BLM, an agency of the U.S. Department of the Interior, manages 262 million surface acres, 
located primarily in 12 Western states, including Alaska.  These lands, once remote, now provide the 
growing communities of the West with open space that gives the region much of its character.  The 
Bureau, which has a budget of $1.8 billion and a workforce of 10,000 employees, also administers 700 



million acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the Nation.  The BLM=s "multiple use" mission 
is to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the public lands for the use and enjoyment of 
present and future generations.  The BLM accomplishes this by managing for such resources as 
outdoor recreation, livestock grazing, and energy and mineral development that helps meet the 
nation=s energy needs, and by conserving natural, historical, cultural, and other resources on the 
public lands.   
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